
City of Sylvan Lake 
Regular City Council Meeting 

September 11, 2019 
 

1 
 

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, September 11, 2019 
opening at 7:30 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Lorenz asked for 
moment of silence in memory of 9/11.  
 
     Present:  Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki 
     Absent:   None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Cassar, to approve the City Council Agenda for September 11, 
2019, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Salemi, to approve the following items on the consent agenda as 
submitted. 
 

A. August 14, 2019, Regular Meeting  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12075-12080, DD3635-3659, EFT1374-1380; 

and A/P check #’s 50581-50622, EFT 2005-2017, ACH 2018-2020; TOTALING: 
$169,057.19. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works, Police and City Attorney Reports for August 2019.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

      
Patrick Runk reported for the Park & Recreation Committee. They have three events coming up in 
the next 45 days – September 28th Adult Field Day, October 11th Halloween Movie Night, and 
October 19th Haunted Trail.  The haunted trail is new this year and they will decorate the trail for kids 
to trick-or-treat on.  All the information is on their Facebook page.  He acknowledged appreciation of 
everyone’s attendance to the events. 
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BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
      
Brad Conkey expressed he thought the park rangers did an outstanding job this year. 
        ZP-005-19 
Bob Dzenko noted he was on the City Council when the PUD was approved, and it was without 
multi-family.  He asked Council to listen to the 800 resident who signed the petition against the 
change. 
 
Jan Hays asked Council to consider what the Master Plan states and read “the strong attribute of the 
city continues to be the residential areas, tree lined single family neighborhood, of architectural 
diverse homes continue to be the charm of the city. Quiet streets and lake views create the summer 
retreat, character that makes Sylvan Lake the place that we live in.” 
 
Jim Cowper shared he attended the residents’ SPAR meeting and there were senior citizen’s who 
weren’t aware how the change of density would affect their property valves. 
 
Kathy Steuer shared she is a new resident and she already lived through her parents having a house 
and apartments going in next door. A divided wall didn’t help.  The apartment property changed 
hands and it has impacted the home values.  It is a forever thing.  Please consider this. 
 
Midge Davidson asked Council to act on behalf of the resident’s wishes. 
 
Jill Naeger would like Sylvan Lake to remain as it is now.  She has no problem with condo’s or 
single-family homes.  She suggested another Community Center with an indoor/outdoor pool and a 
gymnasium.   
 
Sam Gun stated if the PUD ordinance changes it will open the flood gates for anyone who puts 
together 5 acres. They would get the benefit of this PUD ordinance change.  Five units per acre 
works. He has confidence that Friedman could build to this standard and make money.   
 
Paul Katrich expressed Sylvan Lake is the nicest place to live.  It is not a way station.  This is our 
journey and he likes it the way it is.   
 
Jan Hays stated Steve Friedman is a resident here and he bought the property knowing the zoning of 
the property.  He should have to abide to the current zoning of CS.   
 
There were no other public comments.  
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CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
  
Martin welcomed everyone and stated summer will be winding down soon.  Other than the periodic 
harsh weather, it’s been a pretty nice summer.  The Park Rangers are done for the season and happily 
we didn’t have any real issues in the parks.  In fact, the issues in the City continue to be relatively 
low. We continue to regularly receive zoning permit applications, and business license inquiries.  The 
auditor spent a few weeks at City hall for the annual audit. Dennise was recently notified that we 
have to hold a special election for a millage for OCC.  So we have to go through the entire election 
process for one ballot question and that is very time consuming.  We’re still waiting for the asphalt 
contractor.   We expect them to be in the City to complete the asphalt repairs by the end of the month.  
Unfortunately Martin was not able to attend the annual Ice Cream social, which was held the day 
after our last Council meeting, but it was a great success as usual.  A huge thank you to the Garden 
Club for once again hosting this annual event and all of the residents that assisted by contributing a 
dessert, helping at the event, or both.  The annual Family Fun Day hosted by the Police Department 
was the Saturday after the last City Council meeting.   Sadly, that event was cut short because we had 
a serious water main issue.  He reviewed what he said at the last month’s meeting that the dredging 
work being done in the canal here was a private job by a resident, and the contractor was not working 
for the City.  We do not issue permits for that work, it is through the MDEQ, now called EGLE, 
which stands for Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy.   The following 
Saturday morning, he received a call that the contractor hit and broke the water main in the canal.  
We got the water main shut down which stopped the water supply to everybody from the bridge to 
the dead end of Pontiac Drive.  Because the break was in the canal, under water we could not get to it 
to repair. We had to install a temporary water supply, that is the black pipe from the hydrant at 
Ferndale to the hydrant at the Community Center driveway, to provide water.  Before we could turn 
that on, a valve had to be installed in the water main in front of the Community Center to stop the 
water from flowing back from the hydrant at the Community Center, to where the water main was 
broken.  This is a HDPE Water main, so we had to order special couplings and a valve and install 
them.   We flushed and chlorinated the temporary water supply, but they could not use it for drinking 
until it was tested, which was another 3 days.  A steel seawall had to be installed the width of the 
canal on both sides of the pipe to isolate it and the area de-watered.  Once that was done, it was found 
that about 30' of the water main was damaged, so a repair could not be made. The contractor will be 
installing a large section of pipe, spanning the canal, and may go to the new valve installed.  The 
contractor expects it to be completed next week.  WA-003-19 
 
Martin shared we are getting a lot of people dropping in to ask questions about various facts about the 
City.  Things like, number of homes, number of rentals homes, residents, voters, how many park tags 
are sold, how many people use the park, how many are allowed to use the park, can renters get a boat 
dock space, can renters get a park tag, can renters register to vote, what is the process to approve an 
ordinance, the process to amend an ordinance, etc.  Sometimes it’s even the same people coming 
back to ask the same questions.  Although we try to be accommodating, we also have a lot going on 
and can’t stop what we’re doing for every phone call or person that comes in.  So, we’re going to try 
to put a frequently asked questions list together and put it on the website.  It won’t answer everything, 
but it will get the basics.     ZP-006-19 
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Martin finished on a somber note as we reflect on the tragic events of 9/11/2001 where thousands lost 
their lives in an attack that we thought we never had to worry about.  There are a lot of great posts on 
Facebook, many of them heart-wrenching and a lot of memories on the news.  As time passes, those 
things go a little further back in our memories.  They become not quite as bright or vivid.  Yes, we 
tend to forget until something awakens the memories again.  Those actions 18 years ago changed our 
lives forever.  In the aftermath, we immediately showed our strength and unity as a nation, and 
individual resolve.  We were patriotic. We waved our American flags. We had determination.  We 
loved our neighbors.  We loved our first responders and realized that they risk their lives daily.  
Sadly, that sentiment changed very quickly too.  Never forget. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Zubrzycki thanked Martin for his comments on remembering those who gave their lives.  He thanked 
the Parks & Rec and Patrick Runk for their event and work they do.  He agreed the people of Sylvan 
Lake don’t move out they just move around the city.  He noted budget and millage discussion will be 
coming up and he expect this large audience to be in attendance and participant in the discussion. 
 
Clarke thanked everyone for coming and stated it is nice they are engaging and getting informed.  He 
thanked Police for Family Fun Day and the Garden Club for the Ice Cream Social.  He expressed his 
appreciation to the SPAR Group for organizing.  He stated while City Council may not respond to 
their comments they do hear them.   
 
Cassar thanked everyone for being here and expressed his agreement with Martin and Zubrzycki’s 
comments on 9/11.   
 
Salemi asked everyone to remember the military also as they are still fighting for us.  He agreed with 
Clarke, Council is listening and hearing resident’s comments.  He shared his dog walker saw a deer 
that looked emaciated and called the DNR.  They may be contacting Martin, and the DNR informed 
her to not feed the deer.  It is illegal.     
 
Lorenz thanked the residents for sending their thoughts on the PUD change.  Their feedback helps 
them understand.  He reviewed in 2004 he got on City Council and since then there have been many 
improvements to the city and shared some of the controversial changes being the building of the 
Community Center, and the Sale of Liquor by the Glass.  He shared his trepidation on so called 
“facts” from the presentation made to residents.  He did his research on these and found they were not 
facts, but sentences taken from articles which were misleading and put in to the presentation to put 
fear into residents.  He also added, he is shaken up to think residents think things are happening 
behind closed doors and with a hand shake; nothing could be more untrue.  He asked everyone to let 
the process run its course, be truthful and check your facts.   
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ACTION ITEMS     
      A2-003-19  
a. Appointment to ZBA - Alternate 

 
Mayor Lorenz stated he is appointing Simon Rubin as an alternate to the Zoning Board of Appeals 
with a term expire September 30, 2022. 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve Mayor Lorenz’ appointment of Simon 
Rubin as an alternate to the Zoning Board of Appeals with a term expiring September 30, 2022. 
 
 Yes:   Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar 
 No:     None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
         
b.  Fund Balance – Commit Funds  R2-010-19  F4-004-19 

 
Martin explained this is something that we started doing “officially” a couple of years ago.  The City 
Manager assigns funds, and it is shown in the audit report as such, but the action is not binding.  
Committed funds (this request) is a more formal acknowledgment of the City’s intent to secure 
current funds for a future purpose. We are recommending City Council commit additional funding to 
seawalls $30,000, DPW vehicles $10,000, and Community Center maintenance $20,000. 
 
Clarke asked if the $10,000 for DPW is for the paving trailer discussed. Martin stated it is not; it is 
for a dump truck.   
          
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Clarke, to  approve the resolution committing funds to 
seawalls, DPW vehicles, and the Community Center as presented. 
 
 Yes:  Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke  
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
       
c.  2019-2020 Winter Maintenance Agreement with the RCOC CA-007-19 

 
Moved by Clarke, seconded Salemi, to  approve the Winter Maintenance Agreement with the Road 
Commission for Oakland County for the 2019/20 winter season. 
 
 Yes:  Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
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d.  Moratorium on Tobacco/Vaping/Smoke Shops R2-11-19 C4-005-19 

 
Martin reviewed his discussion from the Study Session, this is a new trend, Smoke shops. In addition 
to selling tobacco, shops are now vaping, using Hookah’s, etc. We have had four people come to the 
City asking for approval, and a business license to bring them into the City.  In light of the proven 
and perceived issues with this new trend, he believes it is prudent to look carefully at where they 
could be allowed in the city.  Planning Commission has a draft ordinance on their agenda tomorrow 
night.   
 
Salemi asked Martin to explain where they would be allowed.  Martin stated what is proposed is it 
would be in the C2- General Commercial district as a Special Land Use. They would not be allowed 
in the C1-Neighborhood Commercial districts.  Planning Commission will discuss this and hold a 
public hearing and then decide if they want to recommend it to City Council.  Then City Council will 
decide to approve the ordinance amendment or not. 
 
Clarke asked if this applies to the C2 district. Martin clarified the moratorium is for all districts.  
Clarke stated the 90 days is just to give Planning Commission time to act on it.  Martin stated that is 
correct.   
 
Lorenz asked why the city just can’t ban these shop since the news says it is a bad thing, it is proven 
fact that they are using devises with coconut oil and cause lung problems or suffocate.    Attorney 
Schultz stated they are legal permitted uses.  You want to regulate the use; you can’t not allow them. 
 
Steve Stein pointed out there is nothing published, and the Mayor just did what he said the SPAR 
group did – stating untrue facts.   
 
Jim Cowper supports using this tool to regulate these shops.   
 
Cindy Ross stated the CDC just released an article today about the vaping.  It is the marijuana in the 
vaping that is causing the problems and dying.   
 
Lorenz thanked Stein for pointing out his error and appreciates him calling him out.   
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to approve the resolution placing a moratorium on 
tobacco/vaping/smoke shops in the City as presented.  
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz. Salemi 
 No:   None  
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
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NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 
c. Infrastructure Millage – W/S and St/Drain 

 
   
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Cassar, seconded Salemi, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


